
Attachment 1. Authorization and Eligibility Requirements.  
 
The applicant must provide a written statement (and additional information if 
noted) containing the appropriate information outlined below: 

Non-Profit Organizations  

1. Is the applicant a non-profit organization as defined in Appendix B of the 2012 

Guidelines? Please explain.  

2. Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the 

State of California?  

3. Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that 

ensure performance of the Proposal and tracking of funds.  

4. Include a copy of the certificate of incorporation for the organization.  

1. The applicant, Sequoia Riverlands Trust, is a non-profit organization in accordance with 

the State of California’s DWR Guidelines. Appendix B of the guidelines defines a Non-profit 

organization as “any non-profit corporation qualified to do business in California and 

qualified under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.” The Sequoia Riverlands 

Trust, a federally registered 501 (c) 3 corporation, meets these requirements and thus is an 

eligible applicant as set forth in the Project Solicitation Proposal.  

2. The Sequoia Riverlands Trust does have the authority to enter into an agreement with 

the State of California.  

3. See Attachment 1.c. for a list of Grants Sequoia Riverlands Trust has been awarded. 

4. See Attachment 1.a. for the incorporation documentation of the Sequoia Riverlands 

Trust.  

GWMP Compliance 

None of the project proponents are Urban Water Suppliers and there is no groundwater 

management plan in the region. 
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Table 17. IRWM Plan Standards 

Table 1 – IRWM Plan Standards Questionnaire 

Standard Specific Standard Questions Status/Response 

Governance Will the governance structure need to be altered in the Updated 

IRWM Plan in order to ensure that balanced access and 

opportunity for participation in the IRWM effort is provided?  

 No 

Region 

Description 

Has the regional description changed significantly from the 

current IRWM Plan? 

 No 

Objectives Will your objectives change from those in the current IRWM 

Plan? If so, how? 

 No 

Resource 

Management 

Strategies 

Will the Updated IRWM Plan consider the resource 

management strategies from the California Water Plan, Update 

2009? 

 Yes, See attached 

IRWM Plan. 

Integration Will the process used in the Updated IRWM Plan allow, 

encourage, and actively pursue integration in both the planning 

process and project formulation and implementation?  

 Yes 

Project 

Review 

Process 

Will the project review process consider climate change 

vulnerabilities and greenhouse gas emissions (for both 

construction and operation)? 

 Yes, stated in the 

IRWM Plan Ch. 8. 

Technical 

Analysis 

Have any data gaps been identified and how will the Updated 

IRWM Plan help fill the gaps? 

 See Attachment 

1.b. 

Relation to 

Local Water 

Use Planning 

Will changes to the existing IRWM Plan be needed in order to 

improve coordination with local water use planning efforts? 

 No 

Relation to 

Local Land 

Use Planning 

Will changes to the existing IRWM Plan be needed in order to 

improve coordination with land use planning efforts? 

 No 

Stakeholder 

Involvement 

Will changes or improvements to the stakeholder involvement 

process be needed to ensure effective stakeholder 

participation? 

No. However, 

outreach is 

ongoing, 

including 

additional 

stakeholders and 

participants. 
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Coordination Has the RWMG identified a need for changes/improvements to 

the ongoing coordination efforts? 

 No 

Climate 

Change 

Will the Updated IRWM Plan contain:   

 

Yes 

 

 

Yes 

 

Yes, see Chapter 

11 of the SSIRWM 

Plan 

  ·       A climate change vulnerability assessment of the IRWM 

region that is at least equivalent to the qualitative check list 

assessment in the Climate Change Handbook for Regional 

Water Planning (Handbook) ?  

  ·         A list of prioritized vulnerabilities derived from the 

vulnerability assessment and the IRWM’s decision making 

process? 

  ·         A plan, program, or methodology for further data 

gathering/analyzing of the prioritized vulnerabilities?  
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Attachment 1.b Data Gaps identified in the SSIRWM Plan 
 
The SSRWMG addressed technical data sources and data gaps in the IRWMP. These included an 

evaluation of the technical information, methods, and analyses used to understand the 

water management needs of the SSIRWM Region over the 20-year planning horizon. 

Technical information was presented that is: 1) regional in nature; and 2) necessary for the 

development, improvement, or enhancement of the IRWMP. A brief description of the 

technical information sources and/or data sets used to develop the water management 

needs and the adequacy of the technical information and how such studies, models, or 

technical methodologies aid the understanding of the region’s water management picture.  

Stakeholders have identified a critical need for studies to increase understanding of the 

hydrologic capacity of the region. Appropriate water management strategies (and 

associated land and resource management policies) are challenging and prone to error if 

they are developed in the absence of this information. The California Water Plan has little 

useful data for the foothill/mountain portion of the Tulare Lake region. There is no 

groundwater management plan for the Region, mostly because the funding for 

accomplishing such (AB3030) plans was focused on groundwater basins and the region’s 

groundwater is almost entirely stored in hard rock fractures.  

Here are at least three existing or potential efforts within the region to collect data and 

develop tools for regional analysis. These include:  

 The Forest Service’s ‘Cumulative Watershed Effects’(CWE) analysis database, 
which lists existing projects on Forest Service land and their individual impacts on 

the watershed. When a new project is proposed, the cumulative effects of the 

proposed project on top of the existing project impacts can be analyzed according to 

a specific type of ‘risk’ model. The Forest Service model is set up in specific ways 

that may not be appropriate for some other agencies or other applications. 

However, the database of projects and impacts will at least be useful for other 

environmental impact analyses that will take place within the region. There may be 

other CWE models in the region which can add to the database of existing projects 

and impacts.  

 The SSCC Climate Change Information Clearinghouse. The Southern Sierra 

Conservation Cooperative is a collaborative group consisting of federal land 

management entities within the region, led by Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Park. 

The SSCC has a grant to create an information clearinghouse for the South Sierra 

region with a focus on climate change impacts and mitigation. The goal is for these 

agencies to be able to make better land use decisions to respond to climate change 

challenges, including increased risk of fire, modification of habitat, etc. The funding 
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SSCC has obtained is only sufficient to conduct an assessment of potential users and 

to propose a design for the system. Additional funding will be needed to implement 

this project. Also, much of the information in this system will be confidential and not 

available to those outside of federal agencies. A working version of the ‘Conceptual 

Proposal to Establish a Southern Sierra Conservation Cooperative to Collaboratively 

Adapt to Accelerated and Unprecedented Climate Change’ is attached (see 

Attachment 4). The SSIRWMP will continue to coordinate with this effort to assure 

consistency and best use of resources.  

 National Science Foundation’s Southern Sierra Critical Zone Observatory 
based out of UC Merced. The Southern Sierra CZO is a community platform for 

research on critical-zone processes across the rain-snow transition in the mixed-

conifer forest of the Southern Sierra Nevada. While this elevation range has 

characteristically rapid seasonal changes, going from snow cover to wet soil to dry 

soil over a 1-2 month period, climate warming will shift this transition period 

earlier or eliminate it entirely at the current transitional elevation. The 

characteristic spatial differences along gradients offer the opportunity to substitute 

space for time, making the CZO an excellent natural laboratory for studying how 

critical zone processes respond to perturbations, and particularly how the water 

cycle drives critical zone processes. This project includes a digital library for .tsv 

files, including metadata. A relational database interface is under development. 

The survey implemented by the Planning Committee identified the need for some tool 

which would streamline the complex analysis involved in determining cumulative effects 

and/or changing conditions. Ideally this tool would integrate GIS capabilities. All of the 

projects listed above provide elements that would be useful in such a system, but neither 

are appropriate for use by the general public. The creation of such a data management tool 

will be a complex task and will require both resources and time that exceed the IRWM 

Planning process. However it would be valuable to take the first steps toward development 

of such a tool. These first phase tasks will include an assessment of potential users 

including such questions as: 

 What data will be useful for them to have; 

 Who will use it (what positions in the organization); 

 What are their skill sets; 

 What questions would they ask; 

 What is the current format of the data and what would it take to put it in 

electronic/GIS format; 

 What kind of decisions do these potential users make now and what 

information do they use to make it? 
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Based on this assessment, a scope of work for the design and implementation of such as 

system can be developed. This assessment and design/scope will make it possible for the 

South Sierra IRWM to seek additional funding to make this planning tool a reality. Such a 

tool will provide an important continuing resource to assist integrated regional planning 

efforts in the future. 

This information is summarized in the data management plan below.  

Table 18. Data Management Plan 

Description Lead Roles and 
Responsibilities 

Time Frame Status 

Data Management 

1. Develop and Implement 

Regional Data Management 

System 

RWMG, stakeholders Mid-term Future task 

2. Expand Regional Data 

Management System and 

create data portal 

RWMG, stakeholders Near term On-going 

3. Continue and update website SRT/RWMG Immediately On-going 

4. Continue to gather plans and 

studies 

RWMG Mid-term On-going 

    

Monitoring, Measuring Plan Performance 

Fishery monitoring program DFG, USFS, NPS, 

Watershed 

Coordinators 

Near term On-going. 

Water Quality Monitoring. DFG, USFS, NPS, 

Watershed 

Coordinators, local 

districts, Sierra RCD, 

landowners 

Near term On-going. 

Water quantity data – surface 

and groundwater 

Three Rivers CSD, 

Sierra RCD, 

Watershed 

coordinator, USFS 

Near term On-going. 

Conduct data network evaluation 

and develop regional monitoring 

plan 

RWMG, stakeholders Mid term Future task 

Water issues and projects report RWMG, stakeholders Mid term Future task 
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